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Who Should Attend


Fire/Arson Investigators, Public and Private Sector



Insurance Industry



Fire Department First Responders



Law Enforcement Officers/Investigators/Detectives



Prosecutors



Federal State, County, or Local Level Investigators



Military Investigators



Engineers, consultants and anyone else who is tasked with the
duty of Investigating fires.

Why Should Investigators Attend


In today’s investigations it is imperative the investigator can
demonstrate that he/she is following and in compliance with the
standards of the fire investigation industry, for the purpose of this
class NFPA® 1033 Professional Qualifications for Fire Investigator.



When you testify or are required to participate in depositions the
expert may be required to present an up to date and accurate
curriculum vitae that includes compliance documentation with
regard to the requirements of the NFPA® 1033 standard.



Fire investigators have been familiar with NFPA® 921, Guide for Fire
and Explosion Investigators for many years. Today as an investigator,
the question must be asked, can I assure the court, opposing counsel,
and my agency or company, that I meet the requirements of NFPA®
1033, Professional Qualifications for Fire Investigator, Especially in the
area of the post-secondary education requirements.
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Conference Schedule—Friday, March 1st
11 AM - 1 PM Sign-in and Registration / Ticket for Raffle
1 - 2:45 PM

Electricity and Fire by Thomas J. Bajzek, P.E., CFEI
This seminar will familiarize investigators with the basics
of electricity and potential fire hazards in electrical/
electronic systems and equipment. It also includes
Information on applicable codes and standards. Attendees
will gain a practical understanding of the truths and myths
of electrical fire hazards.
I. Basic Electrical Concepts and Terminology

Fridays Conference Schedule

a. Voltage, Charge, Current

Sponsored by

b. AC and DC
c. Power and Energy
II. Electrical Services, Wiring and Devices
a. Overcurrent Protection
b. Single‐Phase and Three‐Phase
c. Bonding and Grounding
III. Electricity as an Ignition Source

a. Heat from Electricity
b. Open Neutrals and Other Defects
c. Arcing and Sparking
IV. Analyzing Physical Evidence
a. X‐Ray Imaging and CT Scans
b. Looking for Overcurrent Protection
c. Looking for Evidence of Shorting/Arcing

Hospitality Room Sponsored by

d. Arc Mapping
2:45 - 3:00 PM Break
3:00 - 5 PM

Electricity and Fire (Cont.) by Thomas J. Bajzek, P.E., CFEI

7 - 11 PM

Hospitality Room

OF PEORIA
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ConferenceSchedule—Saturday,
Schedule
Conference
March 2nd
7 - 8 AM

Sign-in and Registration / Ticket for Raffle

8 - 8:15 AM

Opening Introductions

8:15 - 10 AM

Creating an Effective C.V. by Steve Riggs

Saturday Conference
Schedule

Creating an effective C.V. to inform the court of what you
have to offer including, the investigator’s experience,
knowledge, training, and capabilities to perform a
systematic, and scientific investigation. Demonstrating to
the court and opposing counsel (s) that you are a credible,
well-prepared investigator with all the necessary
knowledge to assist the court in a clear understanding of
the facts at issue, and with assisting the court and the jury
In that clear understanding.

Sponsored by

Your testimony must be both relevant, and reliable.

As an investigator, you are demonstrating competence to
offer expert conclusions and testimony in your case, that
are both reliable and relevant to the case.

Saturday Lunch Sponsored by

Documentation to the court and counsel that the
investigator has DEMONSTRATED his/her compliance with
the 28 Job Performance Requirements, and each task.

OF PEORIA

Assuring the court, that you the investigator, possess the
information necessary to show compliance with respect to
the sixteen required topics, beyond high school as listed in
NFPA® 1033, Standard for Professional Qualifications for
Fire Investigator?

Hospitality Room Sponsored by

9:45 - 10 AM

Break

10:00 - Noon

Creating an Effective C.V. (Cont.) by Steve Riggs

Noon - 1 PM

Lunch Provided
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ConferenceSchedule—Saturday,
Schedule
Conference
March 2nd
1 - 3 PM

Conducting your Investigation for the Courtroom
By Steve Riggs
Planning for the investigation. Understanding the
complexity of the investigation, necessary equipment,
personnel considerations, and other resources.

Saturday Conference
Schedule
Sponsored by

Recording the scene, documentation of the scene,
including all important factors involving the scene,
including but not limited to, security of the scene upon
arrival of the fire service, first in companies, including fire
suppression, command staff, law enforcement, EMS if
applicable, reporting party, owners, occupants etc.

Documentation of the scene, If the investigator properly
completes a report that includes all pertinent information
about the scene, this can minimize potential questions, by
demonstrating the investigator has considered and
eliminated any and all potential other hypotheses in his/
her report, this can send the signal to the opposing
attorney or attorneys that your documentation is
complete, and accurate.

Saturday Lunch Sponsored by

The goal for all of us is to minimize our time on the stand,
while accurately reporting the facts of the case, by doing
so you are also supporting your final hypothesis, or
hypotheses.

OF PEORIA

3 - 3:15 PM

Break

3 - 5 PM

Conducting your Investigation for the Courtroom (Cont.)

Hospitality Room Sponsored by
By Steve Riggs

7 - 11 PM

Hospitality Room
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Conference
Conference Schedule
Schedule—Sunday, February 18

Sunday Conference
Schedule

Sponsored by

7-8 AM

Sign – in

8-8:15 AM

Opening Introductions and Announcements

8:15-10 AM

Putting it all Together by Steve Riggs

Case review of an investigation, given the information in
the seminar, the attendees will be divided into groups,
and given the amount of time necessary to write an
effective, scientific based, and systematic report that can
withstand a challenge whether challenged by other class
peers, deposition, or in the court system.
Testifying in deposition, or trial and surviving potential
questions that may be ask of you, resulting from any
investigation, along with the format of your reports,
discovery, and method of documentation applied when
writing the report. We all make mistakes, or may have
said, I wish I would have answered the question I was
ask differently.
Critical questions that may arise in your case will be dis
cussed during the Sunday session, if there are going to be
any mistakes, we want to handle them in class, and not in
court, trial or deposition. There is no case that can be
fully accurate, or bullet proof for all questions that may
be ask of the investigator, however with proper
preparation, a well written report, proper review and
enough proper documentation can certainly make it close
to being bullet proof.
The intent of this section is to provide the investigator
correct answers and responses to potential difficult
questions he/she may be faced with.
10– 10:15 AM Break
10:15– 11:30 Putting it all Together by Steve Riggs
Questions and Answers
Post Test and Certificate Presentation
*Note all listed times are approximately and may slightly
vary due to questions, class studies, or special interest
subject matter being extended in any particular section.
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Featured Speaker

Steve Riggs
CFI,CFEI,CVFI, &CFII Certified
State of Oklahoma (Retired)
Steve Riggs retired after twenty-two years of Law Enforcement,
and Fire Service Experience in Oklahoma. Steve has been
examining fire scenes for 40 years. Steve has extensive training in
Fire Cause Determination, Criminal Investigation, Arson
Investigation, Evidence Processing, Interviewing Techniques, and
Case Management. He is a certified Police and Fire Instructor, and
a Certified Fire Investigator Instructor. Mr. Riggs has successfully
been involved in many Fire/Arson Prosecutions in Oklahoma, and
was involved in a Federal Prosecution. To date, he has never lost
an arson case. Steve has authored and co-authored several fire
training manuals and written “A Critical Analysis of NFPA 921
User’s Manual 2nd Edition. Steve lectures nationally to Local,
State, Federal Agencies, Insurance, private, and military
Investigators, prosecutors, vehicle manufacture representatives
and their engineers.

Steve is on the board of directors at National Association of
Fire Investigators.
Steve continues to examine fires in the private sector.
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Featured Speaker

Thomas J. Bajzek, P.E., CFEI
Engineering Systems Inc. (ESi)
Mr. Bajzek is an electrical engineer with experience in electrical
and electronic systems design and analysis, electrical safety
assessment, electrical accident reconstruction, and electrical
equipment failure analysis. He has conducted complex,
multidisciplinary failure investigations pertaining to industrial and
consumer products, medical devices, vehicles, and aircraft. He
has provided testimony internationally, and in matters pending
before both state and federal courts.
Mr. Bajzek has been involved in the investigation of electrical
accidents, fires, and explosions for over 20 years. In addition, he
has over 30 years’ experience in research, product development,
and design. This includes medical product development, analog
and digital circuit design, and electromagnetic heating system
design. His experience includes design consulting and laboratory
and field testing.
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Bronze Sponsors
ServiceMaster of Central Illinois

Silver Sponsors

Thank you to the following Members
CIFIA would like to thank the following members and their departments for their dedicated
work in making the 28th CIFIA conference a success.
Josh Harris

Peoria Fire Department

John Knapp

East Peoria Fire Department

Dave Price

Chillicothe Fire Department

Brad Pierson

Peoria Fire Department

Robert Nodine

Country Financial

Steve Chasteen

Firetech Inc.
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Platinum Sponsor

Platinum Sponsor

Platinum Sponsor

Platinum Sponsor
The Illinois Chapter of the IAAI proudly supports the
CIFIA and a successful 2019 annual conference.

IL-IAAI Mission Statement
The mission of the Illinois Chapter of the International Association of Arson Investigators:


To unite for mutual benefit public officials, private persons, and associations who are
engaged in the investigation of the origin and cause of fires.



To provide, develop and support the establishment of training, educational programs
and educational materials to improve the quality of fire investigations.



To support and sponsor legislation which will improve the quality of fire
investigations and reduce the incidents of Arson.



To develop programs and implement strategies and initiatives to increase public
awareness of Arson and its impact on our communities.



To encourage high professional standards of conduct among fire investigators and
continually strive to eliminate all factors that interfere with the investigation of the
origin and cause of fires.

Platinum Sponsor

Platinum Sponsor

Platinum Sponsor

Paul Davis

Proud Sponsor

Restoration of

of the

Central Illinois

28th Annual

608 White Oak Road

Central

Unit 3

Illinois

Normal, IL 61761
309-828-1199
1-877-828-1199

Fire
Investigators
Conference

Host Hotel
Holiday Inn and Suites Peoria at Grand Prairie
7601 N. Orange Prairie
Peoria , IL 61615
(309) 683-3399
Room Rate: $94 per night
A limited number of rooms are available
at this rate. Please call and reserve your room
as soon as possible.

Contact the hotel directly for reservations.
To ensure discounted rate, please indicate you
are with the Central Illinois Fire Investigators
Association conference.

Hotel Facilities
Welcome to the new Holiday Inn and Suites Peoria at Grand Prairie! Peoria’s newest Holiday Inn Hotel is situated amongst the
beautiful and upscale Grand Prairie Development in north Peoria, IL. Surrounded by popular shopping, fine dining, casual eateries and the Louisville Slugger Sports Complex, this location is sure to entice both business and leisure travelers alike. Travel
is easy and convenient being located just minutes away from the General Wayne Downing Peoria International Airport, I-74,
and HWY 150/War Memorial Drive. Our non-smoking hotel is the perfect location when visiting Caterpillar, Peoria Civic Center, Illinois Eye Center, Louisville Slugger Sports Complex, Illinois Cancer Center, Monarch Music Hall or Bradley University’s
Renaissance Coliseum. Hotel guests may enjoy a plethora of amenities including an Indoor Saline Pool, Fully Equipped Fitness
Center, Casually Exquisite Restaurant and Bar, Swift Room Service, Family Friendly Accommodations, and Market24 – an onsite 24 hour food mart. With just over 6000 square feet of banquet space available, let our attentive, expert staff help you plan
your next corporate meeting, wedding, award banquet or other social event. With state of the art audio visual equipment, excellent lighting and exceptional catering, your event is sure to WOW.

Amenities

Accessibility

On-site Guest Self-Laundry

Number of Accessible Rooms: 7

Facilities( washer/dryer)
Airport Shuttle Available

Service Animals Permitted

Pets Allowed
Business Center
Indoor Pool
Kitchenette
Cocktail Lounge
Restaurant

Pet Info

Health & Fitness Center
Health/Fitness Center On-Site

Internet Access
Free Internet

Pet Fee Per Night: $75.00

Parking
Car Parking Available
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Register online at www.cifia.org
Registration Fee
Active (Current) CIFIA Members $150.00
Non– Members $175.00
If Paying by Credit Card Please Contact

Josh Harris at (309) 494-8726 or jharris@peoriagov.org
Price includes all breaks and lunch on Saturday
No cancellation. Registration can be transferred when notice is sent in writing to CIFIA.

For more information, please contact:
Brad Pierson

(309) 494-8734
bpierson@peoriagov.org

Disclaimer: No liability is assumed by CIFIA for changes in program content, speakers, or venue. The
speaker’s presentation and content of his program is the responsibility of the individual instructor and not
necessarily endorsed by any of the persons or organizations associated with this seminar. The CIFIA
reserves the right to cancel, alter, or substitute any class or instructor without advanced notice.

Can’t register online for some reason?

Complete this form and mail it with your
registration fee to:

Name

CIFIA
P.O. Box 2631
East Peoria, IL 61611

Address
City, State, Zip
Agency

Please make checks payable to CIFIA

Cell Phone

Conference Date: March 1-3 2019

Work Phone

NOTE: Registrations must be postmarked by

(Optional)

February 20, 2019

Email

If mailing to Box Office

 CIFIA Member

